
 

 

LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 23, 2021 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Board President Bryan Smith called the Board Meeting to order at 6:03 pm. He announced that the 

board members would be participating remotely via Zoom. He welcomed those participating via 

Zoom and those watching the board meeting during live streaming. Mr. Smith said that the link to 

the meeting was on the District Web Page under Board of Education. He added that the streaming 

would run through the end of the meeting.  If the Board was on break the screen would fade to black 

and the sound would be muted. In addition, in the event that the audio should be disrupted, he stated 

that the meeting would be paused until it was re-established. Mr. Smith reminded everyone to please 

mute their microphones if they were not actively involved in the conversation.   He then announced 

that the following individuals were participating via Zoom: 

 
Board Members Present:   Bryan C. Smith, President 
 Eloy G. Giron, Vice President  
 Steven R. Otero, Secretary 
 Frank A. Otero, Member 

 P. David Vickers, Member 
 
Administrators Present:   
Dr. Arsenio Romero, Superintendent 
Brian Baca, Deputy Superintendent 
Claire Cieremans, Chief Finance Officer 
Susan D. Chavez, Chief Student Services Officer 
Dr. Deborah Elder, Chief Academic Officer 
Andy Garcia, Dir. of Maintenance & Construction 
Michelle Romero, Dir. of Purchasing 
Tiffany Gutierrez, Supervisor of Construction 
Lexie Miles, Principal, Century High School 
Venessa Tregembo, Principal, Sundance Elementary 
Carolyna Aparici Chavez, Asst. Principal, Sundance ElementarY 
 
Others Present: Jacqueline Archuleta – Staehlin, Esq., Cuddy McCarthy Firm  
 Matthew Narvaiz, Valencia County News Bulletin 

 Audrey Jaramillo, JAG 
 Justin Mehnert, JAG 
 Margo Rivera, NEA-LL 
  Five (5) additional individuals participated via Zoom 
 Approximately 255 individuals watched via streaming. 



 

 

 
2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 
 

Dr. Arsenio Romero reported the meeting had been announced in accordance with the Open 

Meetings Resolution, and was a legally constituted meeting of the Los Lunas Schools Board of 

Education. 

 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Brian Chavez, the Computer Technician, led the audience in the Pledge. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 

Mr. Smith asked if there were any changes or deletions to the agenda. There being none, he called 

for a motion. 

Mr. Vickers moved, and Mr. Giron seconded, to approve the agenda as presented by Dr. 

Romero and his staff. There being no further discussion, Mr. Smith called for a roll call vote 

with the following results: P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - 

yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes.  Motion to approve the  agenda as 

presented passed – 5:0. 
 
 Mr. Smith stated that would start bring them to Item #5. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT ITEMS. 

He added that he would stand for a motion regarding the consent items.  Mr. Smith then asked them 

to give him about two minutes.  He was taking care of some technical difficulties and needed to get 

it straighten out.  He said they would start with Item #5 when they returned.  

 

Mr.  Smith stated that would bring them to Item #5.  APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS, and said 

he would stand for a motion regarding the consent items. 

5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 

Mr. S. Otero said he would give it a try because he’d just finished with Karen a few minutes ago. 

Mr. S. Otero said he made a motion to approve the consent items with the exception of the 

Minutes of 6 A, B, and C,  Item 10 F, Item 10 G, Item 10 I, and Item 10 J, and Item 10 K. 

 



 

 

He said he hoped he got that right based on the information, unless there were some other items that 

they needed to look into. 

 

Mr. Smith said that he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero to approve  the consent items with 

the exception of Items 6 A, 6 B and  6 C Meeting Minutes; and  Items 10 F, Item 10 G,  Item 

10 I, Item 10 J and 10 K.  He said he would stand for a second.  Mr. Vickers said he would 

second it.   There being no discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: 

P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and 

Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0. 

Mr. Smith announced for the benefit of the audience, all agenda items had been reviewed by the 

board members individually. Consent items were the action items on the agenda presented by the 

Superintendent and his staff for approval. If no discussion had been asked regarding the items by 

any of the board members, the items could be submitted for approval with one motion/vote. 

 
Mr. Smith stated that would take them to Item #6. A., and called on Mr. S. Otero. 

 
Mr. Smith interjected that they had a computer that was not playing nicely, but they would be right 

back.   After a few minutes, Mr. Smith thanked them for their patience and called on Mr. S. Otero. 

 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. January 19, 2021 Regular Meeting 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated that the reason he brought it up was because there was some issues in 

reference to the February 2nd meeting, which could carry over to the February 16th  meeting.  

But, at that point, the January 19th  meeting, the only reason he did not consent it was because 

he had not had time to finish reading it,  so he did not have any issues with January 19th it 

himself, but he didn't know if anybody else did. 

 
Mr. Smith told Mr. S. Otero that he was the only one who asked for discussion on it. 

  
Mr. S. Otero said okay. So then, now on February 2nd, it was discussed in detail on the 

February 16th meeting, trying to verify if a certain motion was tabled or if it was voted on. 

 
Mr.  Smith interjected and told Mr. S. Otero they needed to take them one at a time.  Mr. S. 

Otero said one at a time?  He was going to February 2nd.  Mr. Smith responded that was 

correct.  He said that they needed to stand for motion for the approval of minutes for Item 



 

 

#6A  the January 19th minutes.  Mr. S. Otero said ok,  he did not know that, and thanked Mr. 

Smith for the correction. 

Mr. Vickers moved to accept the minutes for the January 19, 2021 Regular Meeting.   

Mr. Giron said he would second that. Mr. Smith said he had a motion from Mr. Vickers 

to accept the January 19, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes, and a second by Mr. Giron.  

There being no additional discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following 

results: P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. 

Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0.  

 

Mr. Smith said that brought them to Item #6. B. and called on Mr. Steven Otero. 

 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 

 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting  

 

Mr. S. Otero said that on the February 2nd minutes there were some discrepancies in 

reference to one of their motions and that was on Page 48 of 54.  He said he didn’t know 

how, he thought it was not going to take a long time, but if he (Mr. Smith) didn’t mind if he 

read it, and then asked if he wanted him to read just the bold letters, or did he want him to 

read where he had an issue up to  the end?  He asked for Board President Smith for his 

guidance on that. 

 
Mr. Smith stated that they all had the minutes.  He didn’t think they needed to reread them.   

He said he meant, that if he (Mr. S. Otero), felt obliged to reread them he could do so, but 

he didn’t think they needed to because they all had them.  He said he guessed if they just 

wanted to just move straight into his issue.   That would probably suffice, but that was up to  

him. 

 

Mr. S. Otero said that worked and thanked him.  So, on Page 48 of the 54, it started  off with 

a motion made by himself and he was just going to read it and then he would  go to the bold 

areas. Mr. S. Otero said he made a motion to remain in remote learning and revisit it after 

spring break at their meeting on the 23rd.  He said he was guessing March.   It didn't say …. 

but the 23rd  in hopes  that our staff had had the opportunity  to be vaccinated.  Mr. Smith 



 

 

said they had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero to revisit this item on March 23rd  as a discussion 

and action  item dependent on the status of the  vaccination for their staff. 

 
Mr. S. Otero said then it went on and Mr. Giron stated at that point, that he would  like to 

second Mr. Otero’s motion, and then he  seconded it. Mr. Giron told Dr. Romero that he 

thought they could go ahead and vote on it and give him (Dr. Romero)  direction and 

continue what was being successful right now.   That was in reference to the CEL classes.   

He said that maybe that would be easier that way. 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 

Mr. Smith stated he would prefer it, if continuing with the CEL classes was actually part of 

the motion.  If that was, in fact, the motion he wanted to make.  Mr. S. Otero responded that, 

sure, he would allow him, Mr. Smith, to state the motion to continue with what they had 

going on right now. Mr. S. Otero stated that, now, that was where it got kind of crazy. 

 
Mr. S. Otero said  that Mr. Smith had stated that he had a motion by  Mr. Steven Otero to 

remain  in remote and to revisit it -  but nothing made about table  and there was a parenthesis  

tabled, it  as a  discussion and an action item on March 23rd  while  continuing the CEL 

classes.   There was never no mention about  tabling it.   Then they moved on to the next 

one and Mr.  Steven Otero interjected and said that depending on the vaccine needed to be 

in  that was in there he thought.  Mr. Smith stated that they could see if the vaccines  were 

done by the 23rd .   Obviously, they weren’t  going to do anything before then to which Mr. 

S. Otero said he (Mr. Smith) was the boss.  Mr. Smith responded that nobody told  him that, 

and stated that he would try it one  time. That was the final motion.  Mr. S. Otero said that 

Mr. Smith stated that he had a motion  by  Mr. Steven Otero to remain in   remote learning 

until the Board meeting on March 23rd  with the exception of CEL classes, which were 

currently in  progress.   Mr. Giron seconded it and Mr. Smith said he had a second by Mr. 

Eloy Giron.   Mr. Vickers, how do you vote Mr. Vickers went into discussion.   Mr. S. Otero 

said he didn’t  know if he wanted him  to read that? 

 

 Mr. Smith said he didn’t think that was necessary, no. 

 



 

 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 
Mr. S. Otero said that was where his issue came in.  After all, was said, so again, he was 

going to repeat it.  Mr. Smith stated that he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero, to remain in 

remote learning until the Board Meeting on March 23rd  with the exception of CEL classes, 

which were currently in progress. Mr. Giron seconded it and Mr. Smith said he had a second 

by Mr. Giron.   Mr. Vickers how do you vote, and then they took the votes. He said that   

was where there was a problem with the minutes.   Mr. Vickers said he voted no. Mr. Frank 

Otero stated on behalf of the students of the parents he voted yes. Steven R. Otero – yes; 

Eloy Giron  - yes; Bryan Smith - yes. Motion to postpone / table carried four to one. That 

was not the last motion. 

Mr. S. Otero said that, himself, only having a year of experience on this Board, he wanted 
to know how they addressed it.  

Mr. Smith stated they had the minutes that were presented.  He’d (Mr. S. Otero) had a 

discussion on there.   So, they gave him the opportunity to discuss the minutes. He was going 

to give Mr. Eloy Giron the opportunity to discuss the minutes as well. 

 
Mr. S. Otero said that, that was okay and thanked him.  He said he reserved the right to make 

more  comments. 

 
Mr. Smith called on Mr. Giron. 

 
Mr. Giron said that he thought Mr. S. Otero was clear.  He’d read the final motion and he  

thought, no it wasn’t that he thought,  he knew, that Mr. Smith repeated the motion and 

nowhere in that motion was to  postpone or table was in any of that  language.  So, he thought 

that it needed to be corrected, just to be accurate, just to capture what was said needed to be  

accurate. That was it. 

 
Mr. Smith asked Mr. Steven Otero if he had further comments.  Mr. S. Otero said not on 

that one. 

 

 



 

 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 
Mr. Smith thanked him.  He said that if he went through all of the minutes, he could read 

the word ‘table’ a few  times and when they got down to the actual motions and  everything, 

all of the highlighted  stuff, as he  went ahead and restated it, but he didn’t see the necessity 

of that. 

 

Mr. Smith  asked if there were  any more comments on the  February 2nd  Special Meeting 

Minutes? 

 
Mr. S. Otero said he was not too clear on the President’s comments.  He said, being the 

president, was he saying that they could be interpreted if there was not a discussion? He 

meant, what was his statement? He didn’t understand his statement. 

 
Mr. Smith said that his statement was he (Mr. S. Otero) put it down for a discussion and 

they discussed it.  Mr. Giron also had a discussion item on them, and if there was no further 

discussion they would put the minutes to a vote. 

 
Mr. S. Otero responded okay. 

 
Mr. Giron asked Mr. Smith if he agreed that the language of those four words, three words, 

that were added, were not accurate with the motion? 

 
 Mr. Smith said no, he did not.   He believed that they did what they were trying to do.   

They’d  had, he thought, a very cordial  conversation about it,  and everybody knew what 

they were trying  to do, and he thought that was what they did.   The minutes reflected what 

they reflected.  If there was no further comment, he was going to call roll call on the minutes   

for February 2nd. 

 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 

 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 

Mr. S. Otero said he would like to make a   motion that they did not accept the  



 

 

minutes of February 2nd  based on some  discrepancies. 

 

Mr. Smith said, so Mr. Steven Otero? 

  Mr. Otero interjected and stated he was not done.  and added  until they were corrected. 

 

Mr. Smith told Mr. S. Otero he could either approve them, or disapprove them, or  he could 

ask for  them to be amended. 

  

Mr. S. Otero said okay, he made the motion that they did not approve the minutes of 

February the second. 

 
Mr. Smith thanked Mr. S. Otero and called on Mr. Giron and asked if he had a comment. 

 
Mr. Giron told Mr. Smith and Mr. S. Otero that he didn’t see a problem with the minutes 

other than that last little piece of  language.   He said if they could strike that, he thought 

they would have no problem passing the minutes. 

 
Mr. Smith stated that he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero to not approve the minutes and 

he would  stand for a second on  that motion. 

 
Mr. Giron asked Mr. S. Otero if he would be comfortable if they struck that language? 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated if they could legally strike that language;  he could not comment on that.   

He was sorry. 

 
Mr. Giron  asked Mr. Otero, on the  motion to postpone, if that was struck, would he be okay  

with the rest of the minutes? 

 
6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 

 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated that if that was struck from the final one before Item #6 where they took 

the votes and then they added a comment, where it said motion to postpone / table carried, 

that was not  the motion.  But yes, if that last statement was struck, if they could do it legally, 

then he was good with it.  But, he didn’t know.  He didn’t know how they’d go about it.  But 



 

 

he could amend it. If he was asking the advice of, Mr. President, if that was the history, 

actually, he would like to maybe ask Frank because he had been on the Board  the longest.   

He didn’t know. 

 
Mr. F. Otero  told Mr. S. Otero, that to  be quite honest,  he was a little bit confused what 

the  bottom line was.  He asked Mr. S. Otero to read that sentence, the sentence in question, 

and asked again, if he could read that again? 

 
Mr. S. Otero told Mr. F. Otero that it had to be in two parts.   That was the exact motion. 

That was the exact final motion.  Mr. Smith stated that he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero 

to remain in  remote learning until the Board Meeting of March the 23rd  with the exception 

of CEL Classes, which were currently in  progress.   Mr. Giron seconded it.  Mr. Smith   said 

he had a second by Mr. Giron, and  that was  when he called for the votes.  Then coming 

back, it said Mr. Vickers  said he voted no.  Frank Otero voted on behalf of the   students 

and the parents, he voted yes.   Steven Otero - yes.  Frank Otero - yes,  and Bryan Smith - 

yes.  Then they had a comment in their last motion to postpone / table carried as there was 

no motion.  The motion was not to table or carry.   That was his issue he had.  It was not 

recorded correctly based on the actual motion.   That was his issue, and that could cause a 

problem. because minutes were a legal document  and they were not, based on the videos,   

that’s not exactly what happened.   There was nothing that stated the motion   was postponed.   

There was a motion to vote on not coming back until the 23rd, that was it  - not postpone  or 

anything  else.   He didn't know. 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

Mr. F. Otero told Mr. S. Otero said he thought she was referring to the initial motion.  The 

motion on the agenda was deferred.  He thought that was what that really indicated. 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated that he was going by the final motion, that's all.  The verbiage for the 

final motion, that was it.  The vote on the final motion. 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated there was a lot of  discussion in between and that was when  Dr. Romero 

said, could they keep the CEL, and  then he (Mr. S. Otero) remembered  Mr. Smith saying 

do you want to table it or do you want to  table it until the 23rd  on make a motion? Mr. S. 



 

 

Otero stated that was when he that, what Karen stated and it was not in there - it was half a 

dozen or six eggs.  There was a lot of discussion about it when it came down to the bottom 

line of the actual motion, it was never mentioned to table or postpone. It was mentioned to 

stay in remote until the 23rd  which four people voted and one didn't. Mr. S. Otero said he  

was not questioning the votes.  He was questioning the final, as Mr. Giron said, the final 

motion to postpone and it wasn't a motion to postpone.  He said it was a tough one. 

 
Mr. F. Otero said he was getting back to the last sentence.  He really didn’t want to hear 

everything else, whatever the last whether it was a four-word sentence, could he (Mr. S. 

Otero) repeat it, please? 

 
Mr. S. Otero said the final, final?  Mr. F. Otero responded yes, the final. Mr. S. Otero said  

- or the final count?  Mr. F. Otero stated the final sentence that was in question.  Mr. S. Otero 

said  -  the motion or the count?  

 
Mr. F. Otero responded where he (Mr. S. Otero) had indicated that the initial motion was 

deferred.  He had indicated -- he made a big statement at the end and he said a short 

statement, and,  he said that the  motion was deferred until March  23rd .  And that was where 

he was confused.   He said he didn’t have it in front of him, He said he (Mr. S. Otero) had 

to repeat it or if someone else had it… 

 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 

 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 
Mr. S. Otero said he would read it. The final motion again, the final motion, before  the vote 

was counted was Mr. Smith stated that he had a motion  by Mr. Steven Otero to remain in 

remote learning. 

 
Mr. F. Otero stated at the end, the last part  of that, the last sentence, Mr. S. Otero said there 

were  two sentences and then he added a big long sentence in front of it.  He (Mr. F. Otero) 

was talking about the last statement. 

 
Mr. S.  Otero said that, at the end of the motion, it said, with the exception of the CEL  

classes, which were in motion.  That was it. 

 



 

 

Mr. Giron told Mr. Smith he thought,  that what Frank was asking for, and asked that they 

let him take a shot for it. 

  
Mr. Smith told the board members, they could interpret the document all they wanted.  He 

could read the entire conversation and,  at one point, he’d said table, and  Mr. Steven Otero   

stated that was okay. They said they could table it.  He’d just said let's just revisit it.  He 

(Mr. S. Otero) said he thought it was half-dozen or six eggs; however, Mr. Smith  preferred 

it. 

 
Mr. Smith said he’d thought in the spirit of the conversation they were going to table the 

item.  If they were going to go word word-for-word and determine which one of those were, 

they would all have a  different interpretation.  They’d  already read the minutes and argued 

the minutes.  He was asking if he (Mr. S. Otero) had  a motion of the February 2nd  minutes. 

 
Mr. S. Otero said he’d made his motion that they did not accept them until they were 

corrected. 
 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 

 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

Mr. Smith asked Mr. S. Otero if he was making the motion that they amend the meeting 

minutes because they either approved them, or they disapproved them, or they amended 

them. 

 
Mr. S. Otero said he’d made a motion.  That was good.  He made a motion that they 

amend the minutes. 

 
Mr. Smith said he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero to amend the minutes.  He would  stand 

for a second.  Mr. Giron seconded it. 

 
Mr. Smith asked Mr. S. Otero if he could state how he would like the minutes amended?  

 
Mr. S. Otero said it would be a deletion.  It said motion to postpone / table   carried.  

That was not, that was a comment by whoever did the minutes. The vote was done 4-1 

and that was it.  So,  a  motion to postpone / table carried  when there was not a motion 



 

 

to postpone or table. He said he knew he was sounding like a broken record there. So, 

he would like to remove motion to postpone / table carried.  Because the vote was four 

to one, it was four to one.  It passed to stay in remote. 

 

Mr. Smith said that Mr. Steven Otero’s  motion was to amend the February 2nd Special 

Meeting Minutes to remove  …  Mr. Smith asked Mr. S. Otero to state it one  more time. 

 
Mr. S. Otero said to remove motion to postpone (table)   carried. That was it.  Take it 

off. 

 
Mr. Smith said he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero.  He would stand for a second. 

 Mr.  Giron seconded it. 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 

 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 
Mr. Smith said he had a second by Mr. Giron, and asked Mr. Vickers how he voted -  

P. David Vickers -  said he voted no.  Mr. Smith asked Mr. F. Otero how he voted - Mr. 

F. Otero  - voted no, and added that he had a statement to follow that up when the vote was 

done.  Mr. Smith told Mr. F. Otero he could make his statement then.  Mr. Otero said he was 

still confused. Based on the way he looked at it, that was why he was voting no.  

 
Mr. Smith asked Mr. Steven Otero how he voted - Mr. S. Otero voted – yes.  Mr. Smith 

asked Mr. Eloy Giron how he voted. Mr. Giron said he voted - yes. 

 

Mr. Smith asked Ms. Staehlin if she was available, and she replied that she was.  Mr. Smith 

confirmed that she had heard the comments about the minutes. He asked if they were doing 

everything correctly so far?  She responded that yes, they were.  Mr. Smith said he voted 

no. 

 
Mr. Giron asked who had Mr. Smith referred  that question to?  Mr. Smith replied - Jacque 

Staehlin, the attorney. 

  
Mr. Giron asked if there was any way they could ask questions on that right then to which 

Mr. Smith responded that it was already done.  Mr. Giron thanked him. 



 

 

 

Mr. Smith said he would stand for a motion on Item # 6B.  He noted that a motion to 

amend the Minutes failed: 3-2. 

 

Mr. Smith said he would stand for motion on the February  2nd  Minutes. 

 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

Mr. Vickers moved that they accept the February 2nd, 2021 Minutes for the Special 

Meeting.  Mr. Smith thanked him and said he had a motion by Mr. David Vickers to 

approve Item # 6B February 2nd  Special Meeting Minutes.  He said he would stand for 

a second.  Mr. F. Otero seconded it.  Mr. Smith said he had a second by Mr. Frank 

Otero. He then asked Mr. David Vickers how he voted?  Mr. Vickers - voted yes. He 

asked Mr. F. Otero how he voted – Mr. F. Otero voted – yes.  He asked Mr. Steven 

Otero how he voted – Mr. S. Otero voted no; Mr. Smith asked Mr. Eloy Giron how he 

voted. 

 
Mr. Giron stated that after a motion and a second he thought they needed discussion.  Mr. 

Smith told him that he had that opportunity for that then.  Mr. Giron asked Mr. Smith if 

Council Jackie Staehlin, was the correct person to address this with?  Mr. Smith said that 

was  correct. 

 
Mr. Giron told Council, that he didn’t want to spend too much time with that, but he had 

read the motion and the motion was clear.   The only problem he had was the last four words, 

the motion to postpone and table carried.  That was inaccurate.  Mr. Giron asked if it was a 

real big deal?   Was everything, okay?   He said he meant, that language that was added to 

it. He said it wasn't accurate. Was that okay? 

 
Ms. Staehlin said that she believed Mr. Otero's motion to amend was  the proper way to 

address that,  and then  the parties voted on whether to accept  the amendment or not. 

She added that she thought that carried forth what the views were of each of the members 

of the Board, and she believed it was the proper method by which to try to change the 

minutes from their February 2nd   meeting.   She said she hoped she’d answered his question. 



 

 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
 
B.  February 2, 2021 Special Meeting  (Continued) 

 
Mr. Giron said that his question was they had a motion and, they had couple of votes already, 

but his question was, there was something that was not accurate,  He meant they had the 

motion to approve  them,  then they’d had the discussion. The only question he had, and he 

would be fine with it, there were four words that were added to it, and it was to postpone / 

table, and that was not in  the final motion. That was his only wish and that was on the 

accuracy.  That was the only thing he had a problem with. 

 
Ms. Staehlin said that, again, she understood, and again, she believed that the action taken 

by Mr. Steven Otero was the proper process to try to address  that. She said that she thought 

in light of that, the Board was free to move on now. 

 
Mr. Eloy Giron said he voted - no.  Mr. Bryan Smith stated he voted - yes.  Motion 

carried – 3:2. 

C.  February 16, 2021 Special Meeting 

 
Mr. Smith called on Mr. Steven Otero.  

 

Mr. S. Otero stated that, based on the action that they took on  February 2nd, he made 

a motion that they did not accept the  minutes for February 16th  because it  carried 

into that meeting.  He made a  motion that they did  not accept the minutes for  

February 16th .  

 
Mr. Smith told Mr. S. Otero that the motion  was  - approve, disapprove, or amend.  Was he 

asking to disapprove them?  

 
Mr. S. Otero said. Yes.  That was a half dozen or six eggs. 

 
6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 

 
 
C.  February 16, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 



 

 

Mr. Giron interjected and asked if he could ask a question.  He said he understood the 

problem they had on the February 2nd meeting, but was there anything captured inaccurate 

on the February 16th meeting? 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated that actually, based on the minutes that they had on February 2nd,   that 

would have made the whole meeting of February 16th null and void.  He said they had just 

approved it, so it kind of like, carried over.  He said he didn’t know, and guessed they would 

just have to see where the AG came up with it – what they found.   He added that he would 

be happy with their findings. 

 
Mr. S. Otero stated that what he was saying was that since there was a discrepancy on his 

part on the minutes of the second, and he didn’t think that he could approve the minutes of   

February 16th.  He said he meant if there was a fail on the second, no problem, he would 

vote on whatever somebody else did. 

 

Mr. S. Otero said he voted that they disapprove the minutes for the 16th because he 

believed that meeting, if it was a discussion,  was a violation of the Open Meetings Act.  

Mr. Smith said he had a motion by Mr. Steven Otero to disapprove Item #6 C.  

February 16, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes.  He said he would stand for a second. 

There being none, the motion failed. 

 
Mr. Smith said he would stand for a motion on Item # 6 C, February 16, 2021 Special 

Meeting Minutes. 

 

Mr. Smith stated there being no second, the motion failed.  He said he would stand for a 

motion on Item #6 C. February 16 Special Meeting Minutes. 

 

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Continued) 
 
 
C.  February 16, 2021 Special Meeting (Continued) 

 

Mr. Giron moved to approve the February 16, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes. Mr. 

Smith called for a second.  Mr. S. Otero seconded the motion.  There being no 

discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote.  P. David Vickers – yes; Mr. F. Otero – yes; 



 

 

Mr. Steven Otero – no; Mr. Eloy Giron – yes; and Brian Smith – yes.  Motion carried 

- 4:1. 

 

Mr. S. Otero thanked Mr. Smith for that conversation and for the open dialogue.  He said he 

appreciated it.  Mr. Smith responded that was why he was there. 

 

Mr. Smith stated that they’d had a lot of dialogue.  He asked that they take a short five- 

minute break so they could make sure everything was taken care of on their end, and they 

would be back in five minutes. 

 

BREAK 
 The Board went on Break at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

The Board went back into a regular session 6:35 pm. 
 
Mr. Smith said they were ready to start again and confirmed the board members could hear him.  

 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 

 
Dr. Romero stated that with their permission, he was going to things a little bit backward.   He said 

he had a little bit of a remote learning update, but would like to do the comments first, because it 

was something he was excited about. He said he wanted to be able to introduce some of their newest 

leaders to Los Lunas Schools. Dr. Romero said he was very excited about each of those individua ls. 

They were all in their own right amazing educators and leaders. He said what he was going to do 

that night, was he was going to be introducing five different people from across their district.  He 

asked that, as he introduced them, that they would be able come on and, if they could, tell everyone 

a little bit about who they were, and  what they did.  He’d like maybe a quick 60- second  leadership 

story from them so they could get an idea of who they were, where they came from, and maybe a 

little bit about what you want to do here in their new leadership roles. 

Dr. Romero said again, he was so absolutely excited about these exceptional individuals that they 

had coming in, in these leadership positions and he said he was going to start with Dr. Deborah 



 

 

Elder. She would be our Chief Academic Officer. She was going to be coming to them as a leader 

of instruction. He said he was so excited to be able to have her here. She was a wealth of knowledge, 

experience and success, and with that, he turned it over to Dr. Deborah Elder. 

 

Dr. Elder said she could not wait to serve alongside him for the students of Los Lunas Schools. It 

was an incredible team  and she had high hopes for all they could do.  She added that she knew she 

had  lot to catch up on, they had been doing so much that she needed to learn.  Dr. Elder said she 

would learn alongside him, and hoped that they would move forward step-by-step all together. She 

thanked them so much.   Dr. Romero thanked Dr. Elder.  He said he could not wait to see the all the 

amazing accomplishments that she was going to be a part of.   

Dr. Romero said next he would like to introduce a principal that had actually been on the job for a 

few weeks now. They had not been able to introduce her before that night.  He wanted to take a 

moment to introduce our newest principal for Sundance Elementary, Venessa Tregembo.  He  told 

her that they were really excited  to have her.  She’d  already done some amazing at the school.  He 

was a little late to her introduction and he apologized for that. He said he would love to be able to 

give her the opportunity to introduce herself to the Board. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 
 
Mr.  Tregembo introduced herself to the board and said she was a resident of Los Lunas, a product 

of Los Lunas Schools and was working in her 21st  year working with Los Lunas Schools. She added 

that this was the fifth year that she had been the Assistant Principal at SE.  Ms. Tregembo stated 

that they had an exceptional staff at Sundance and she was so excited to continue to work with them, 

their students, and their community.  

Dr. Romero thanked Ms. Tregembo, and added that when she moved from Assistant Principal to 

Principal at Sundance Elementary, she had left a bit of a void there. With that, he said he also wanted 

to introduce to them the newest Assistant Principal Carolyna Aparici Chavez.  Dr. Romero stated 

that he had gotten to meet her in the little squares that they had through Zoom, and he was very 

much impressed with what they had already been able to see from here, and asked her to introduce 

herself to the Board. 

Ms. Aparici Chavez said she was very honored to rejoin with the leadership at Sundance 

Elementary. They had an amazing team, and they had come so far in the last ten years that she’d 

had the opportunity to work at Sundance.  She had started there as a sixth-grade teacher.  She’d 



 

 

actually joined the Los Lunas Community as a Gear Up teacher at Valencia High and she’d had the 

opportunity to work with a high school as well.  For the  last seven years, she’d had had the 

opportunity to serve as a professional learning coach and an academic coach at Sundance 

Elementary, and last year, she had the opportunity to work half time at Sundance and   also at 

Katharine Elementary.   Ms. Aparici Chavez said she had chosen to return to the cluster this year, 

but she was very excited to rejoin in a leadership position as they moved forward with the school 

and as a community. 

Dr. Romero reported that he had gotten to meet all the teachers at Sundance Elementary the other 

day, and  he thought there were amazing, and with their leadership he could not wait to see what 

was going to happen next. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 
 

Dr. Romero stated that next, he would like to introduce our newest leader for one of our high 

schools, Century High School. When he got to meet this individual, he immediately just loved - the 

best way he could say it was – he loved her energy. She came into the room and she had high 

expectations.  She knew her stuff and she was going to be an excellent addition at Century High 

School with some of our neediest students across the District.  With that, he said he would love to 

introduce Lexi Miles, and asked her to introduce herself. 

 
 

Ms. Miles thanked the Board and Superintendent Romero for the opportunity to serve and work 

with them.  She said she was so excited.  They wanted to change the school from an alternative high 

school, to the school of choice, where folks and students that were maybe bothered with 

opportunities or challenges they could open up the door for them.  she added that she had met and 

talked to just a few of the staff,  and she was so excited about Los Lunas.  Ms. Miles said she’d had 

the opportunity to work in three different states and  two different countries at different levels of 

administration. She added that  99% of her service had been with students that were on their edge 

of greatness.  Ms. Miles said she was very excited about the opportunity at Century and thanked 

them for giving her the time to say hello.  

 
Dr. Romero thanked her, and said he could not wait until she was able to start that first day at 

Century High School. 

Dr. Romero stated the last person he would like to introduce that night was a person who had been 



 

 

with them for a few weeks and had been making a huge impact across the District. They thought 

about classrooms and they all had experience as students and when they thought  about what 

principals did, and, they had an idea of what that was like, and they might even have some ideas 

about what the Superintendent did. But sometimes all the hard work came  from what was happening 

in the background. 

Dr. Romero said what he meant by that was, how our schools were built, how were schools 

maintained, what did it mean to have a safe environment when it came to the buildings, the brick 

and mortar, but also when it came  to the HVAC System, lights and everything in between? 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 
 

With that, he would love to be able to introduce Tiffany Gutierrez, their newest Construction 

Supervisor. Dr. Romero stated that they had so many projects going on in the District and he was 

so happy to be able to bring her expertise into this. He then asked Tiffany, if she would introduce 

herself. 

Ms. Gutierrez thanked Dr. Romero and said she was also a Los Lunas resident and graduate.  It was 

an honor to come back home and work in her local school district.  She said she had previously been 

at MAS charter school as their facility manager, and saw the  opportunity to come home  and she 

was  so excited to be a part of the team.  She had been able to dive right in with all the security 

projects going on and upcoming things. She had been able to meet a few principals and a lot of 

people say when she walked in wanted to know she was and what did she do? 

Mr. Gutierrez thanked for the introduction and for explaining what she was doing walking around 

your campuses  and visiting with different contractors.  Ms. Gutierrez said she looked forward to  

the  security project specifically, because it would give her time at each individual campus to get to 

know the staff that was at the front office and also the principal.   She added that if they needed 

anything they now had a face to the name, and reiterated that she looked forward to continue 

working with the schools.  

Dr. Romero thanked them all and added  that he had a mask on, but underneath his mask he had a 

giant smile.  He was just so impressed with every single one of them.  He said he would stand for 

any questions or comments about our newest leaders to the District.  

Mr. S. Otero told Dr. Romero that he thought he was doing a great job in bringing them some really 

great staff.  It was good to see locals come back. He knew Ms. Tregembo as Otero but no 

relationship, but in distance to her grandpa they were  related.  Then the new construction manager.  



 

 

Her dad and he  grew up next door neighbors.  He said he thought it was good to see local people 

come in and thrive in our community and our District and he thanked Dr. Romero for bringing in 

such quality staff. Congratulations to all.  

Dr. Romero thanked him.  He added that he was very impressed with those individuals also , and 

added that there were some great people that come out of Los Lunas Schools and the community. 

 
7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 
Mr. Giron told Dr. Romero that he wanted to congratulate him on the people he’d chosen to support 

him in this.  He said he thought he counted five and he wanted to welcome all of them.  He wished 

them good luck and said let’s hit the ground running.  

Mr. Vickers said he was really glad to see the enthusiasm of the new staff members who were 

joining them in the mission to serve the students of this community. They were all in this together. 

They had a mission to fulfill and he saw them as  a great addition to the fulfillment of that mission, 

and thanked them.  

 
Mr. F. Otero said he wanted to welcome everyone to the staff of Los Lunas Schools.  He said he 

had known Venessa for a long time since way back in high school.  He said it was good to  see a 

local product achieve and make it within the system.  He welcomed the rest of them and said it 

would be good. 

  
Mr. Smith stated that he too would like to welcome all of them, both to those who came from locally  

and those who came to join our school district from a little bit farther away. It gave him great 

pleasure to tell them  that they had one of the most amazing staffs that New Mexico had ever seen. 

Mr. Smith stated that they, as a Board, were so proud of them. They had amazing students and while 

they were going through some stuff right now, he thought that they would find out very, very shortly 

that people were stepping up and they were doing what they had to do to get through it.  He said 

that they would be so excited to join the team once they got in here and started getting their hands 

dirty so to speak.  

Mr. Smith said that he also would like to say something to Ms. Tregembo. She was his grandson's 

teacher in elementary school and she did such a tremendous job in that position.  He spoke extremely 

highly of her and whenever he talked to her, it was no surprise to him that she was where she was 

at right now – it was no surprise whatsoever. 



 

 

Mr. Smith stated that he also knew Carolyna pretty well, and he was thrilled that she was where she 

was. Lexi Miles, who am I missing here?  He said he had met Dr. Elder,  and he was missing one - 

Ms. Gutierrez and said he looked forward to meeting her. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Mr. Smith told them his number was on the webpage – they could ask anybody who had called him 

in the last two weeks.  He told them to feel free to reach out if they had any questions.  He welcomed 

them again and said he thought they did some great things there, and thanked you for being part of 

the team.  

Dr. Romero thanked the board members and said that he was very impressed by these individuals 

and added that they were going to be doing some amazing things over the next few days, weeks, 
months, and years with these individuals. 

 Remote Learning Update   

Dr. Romero said that he would like to move on to some very quick updates on reentry. Over the last 

couple of board meetings, he had been able to come in and roll out a plan, kind of a PowerPoint 

slide deck presentation. I didn't have all of that that night. He said he one slide that he was going to 

show everybody, but he wanted to talk a little bit first about some of the successes they’d had.  

They had been able to one - improve their virtual learning environment since they won, and it had 

continued throughout the last few months up until that day. It continued to get better and better and 

better as they were moving into the next few days and weeks in a virtual setting. They were going 

to make that a better environment and one of the things they were looking at adding, and interjected 

that they talked to him about before, was some software that would allow them to move into an 

environment where they could do that both virtually and in-person. 

With that, he said he also wanted to talk about some of the successful opportunities that they’d  had 

for some of our in-person opportunities for our students. They’d heard him talk about some 

conversations about the need for some of those environments to happen for specific populations and 

sometimes those were the students that needed them the most.  Dr. Romero said that he didn’t want 

to minimize that, because he believed that all of our students needed them. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Remote Learning Update  (Continued) 



 

 

Dr. Romero said they’d had some really wonderful successes since February 1st when they began 

some in-person learning for some of our students. It had to do around the world of special education.  

It was good to be able to start it out in this setting. They currently had 48 students that would be 

coming into Los Lunas Schools across ten different sites and eleven classrooms and since they’d 

begun, it had gone extremely well.  

Dr. Romero stated that he wanted to thank the staff and thank the parents and, of course, the students 

and the leaders within the schools. They had ensured that they had continued to focus on our safe 

practices and they lived by that every single day making sure that everyone was safe so that they 

could have that opportunity for in-person learning to be able to meet the needs of those individua ls.  

What he wanted to do really quickly and because of some of those successes, was he wanted to be 

able to now bring up the one slide that he had.  Dr. Romero said they were having some technical 

difficulties with that one slide so they would have zero slides at that point. 

Dr. Romero stated that what he wanted to talk about was really the different models the State had 

approved for them to be able to move forward, with the first one being the hybrid model. He said 

they’d heard him talk about this over the last couple of board meetings and how they had a very 

detailed plan about how that was going to work. Once again, he did believe that it would be safe for 

those students to be able to come back. Dr. Romero stated that really the gist of the plan was they 

would be able to start slowly and would be able to scale it up in a very purposeful manner, for the 

teachers who were willing to come back in that in-person setting.  They were also working very 

diligently to be able to make sure that teachers that did want to continue to work in a virtual setting, 

that they were also able to accommodate those wishes also.  Dr. Romero said he did believe they 

could continue to do that. 

They were continuing to talk about the hybrid model, and as they continued to talk about it, they 

continued to improve that model, so it had been time well spent.  He wanted to focus that night on 

what they were doing now, which was actually with the Board had voted on and what they had been 

in throughout the year and throughout the semester. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 Remote Learning Update  (Continued) 

It was really that remote virtual model. Dr. Romero’s slide was shown, and he said that it was really 

summarizing what our school board had been able to approve for them.  It really kept them in that 

remote virtual environment over this last year and a semester. Again, they had been able to improve 



 

 

on that environment throughout that time. But, it had also allowed them to be able to start with some 

small group environments.  He said he really wanted to  say thank you to those teachers in those 

schools and those principals to be able to make it not only happen but actually make it very 

successful. 

 
Because of that, he wanted to be able to continue to expand that. It was not only their special 

education students that needed that type of environment.  There were definitely at-risk students and 

there were definitely our English learning students, and there were just different students within the 

community that needed to be able to have, even on a small basis, that in-person opportunity. 

As they moved forward, it was actually the definition that had been given to them by PED for a for 

a remote virtual environment, to be able to do that in a virtual setting and also be able to work it 

within that small group setting. They did have a number of teachers who were working in their 

classrooms right now, and  that had also been successful when he talked about the students who 

were there. They were being successful.  It was being and a very COVID safe environment and they 

had been able to have dozens of teachers across our District working from their classroom over the 

last couple of weeks. That had  continued to be a COVID safe environment where they were 

continuing to be successful.  He talked to people every single day, every single day, he talked to 

students, he talked to parents, and he had talked to teachers about the need to be able to provide 
other opportunities for some of our students to be in-person.  

Unless there wasn’t any giant objections – noting  it was not an action item - because what they saw 

there was something that they had been doing. They’d had success in virtual and success in small 

groups and what he  was planning on doing was to continue to expand those small groups in a very 
purposeful, very structured, very scalable way. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 
Remote Learning Update  (Continued) 

Dr. Romero stated that the last option shown didn’t mean them. There were four districts that were 

under 100. Those were the three models that had been provided to them by the NM PED and they 

were not quite to hybrid yet. They were definitely in remote and virtual.  They had been able to 

provide successful small groups and his intention was to move forward with additional small groups 

in a very scalable way. 

Dr. Romero said that he would stand for questions.   



 

 

Mr. Smith asked if the board members had any questions or comments. 

 
Mr. S. Otero  told  Dr. Romero  -  so he had some classes that were going on now. He guessed that 

could say were in-person learning, right?  Teaching. Of the teachers or the  adults that he had 

teaching those classes, were they all certified teachers or was he using subs?  

Dr. Romero replied that they did have some who were certified teachers and they did have some 

examples where they did have substitutes yes.  

Mr. S. Otero said that based on the teachers that were teaching in the classroom right then, what 

would be the average of the subs as opposed to certified teachers?  

Dr. Romero asked for clarification on what he meant by the average.   

Mr. S. Otero responded  - what would be the percentage. He should not say average. For instance 

50% were subs? Were there more subs than there were teachers?  

Dr. Romero replied No, absolutely not. There were a couple of examples of subs. The vast majority 

were teachers.  

Mr. S. Otero said all right. The other question he had:  Had he  had any update and reference to the 

virus shot? Within our staff or anything like that? He knew that APS had been pushing. Where did 

they stand in reference to that? He’d  heard in the local news that they were still looking a month 

out for that. Was that the same information he was getting? 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 
Remote Learning Update  (Continued) 

Dr. Romero said he was really excited. Starting that week he’d gotten some really positive news. 

Valencia County would dramatically be increasing the number of vaccines across our County.  That 

was excellent news for all of them.   It did not mean it was necessarily for public school employees, 

but it was for our community.  He said with that, they did have public school employees that lived 

within our community. They were going to be able to dramatically increase, by the reports that he 

was getting, the number of actual vaccines across the District from week to week and it was going 

to help us quite a bit. He hoped that answered his question.  

Mr. S. Otero that yes it did.  He guessed there was Public Notice out there too. The next question 

he had was he knew that they had coordinated with the agencies to give the virus shot and they came 

down and he thought they provided the virus shot at the high school. Was he correct on that?  



 

 

Dr. Romero responded yes, and they were working in conjunction with some wonderful community 

partners - that was their local Department of Health and our local office of emergency management, 

along with their  own Los Lunas Fire and they were amazing individuals. He had been able to 

actually see them in action as they prepped and got ready for the vaccine distribution and actually,  

and as they were going through the vaccine distribution event. Those were happening at our high 

schools. They’d  had them over at Los Lunas High School.  He had been there, and also at the blue 

school, and every time they did it, they were that much more efficient. They were amazing – all of 
them.  

Mr. S. Otero said Great. Had they had any counts or any kind of numbers as to how many of our 

staff members in Central Office have had the shot? He knew that was not a public record, but he 

was just asking as a whole. Had most of our staff members had that shot? Through Central Office?  

Dr. Romero said he didn’t  have an exact number. Some of that was not being reported. He said he 

could estimate what he thought that number could be. They were probably in the range of about 200 

to 300 employees he believed had taken advantage of the vaccine so far. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Remote Learning Update   (Continued) 

He said he’d like to go ahead and add to that.  They talked about the few groups that had been 

instrumental in making this successful. He would be remiss to not to say thank you, thank you, 

thank you to our nurses, all of them, and say thank you, thank you, thank you  to our SROs across 
the District and of course, our Police Department.  

Mr. S. Otero said that was all the questions he had, and thanked him for the information.  

Mr. Giron told Dr. Romero, that at the beginning of his presentation that night, he said two things 

that really caught his attention, and that was not attacking him and not  attacking the Board.  He  

wanted to be clear on it. He’d mentioned teachers that were willing to come back and he’d  said 

teachers that were willing to come back in the classroom voluntarily and then if teachers wanted  to 

stay in the remote model. That was correct right?  

Dr. Romero stated that yes, that was correct. They were trying to be very purposeful and respecting 

the wishes of our teachers. They did  know that they were still in a pandemic. They had some 

teachers that made the choice and were asking to be able to teach at the school and in-person and 

they also had teachers that were asking to be able to continue in a remote setting, and today they 

were actually going to be able to work with different groups of teachers and staff.  



 

 

Mr. Giron said that led to his second statement. He had  been working collaboratively with other 

board members through other districts to our federal office, federal legislative congressman and 

senators in trying to make sure they  received more of the doses and send them this way to New 

Mexico, and also try to get some attention against the Governor's Office to move those teachers 

back the 1A list instead of the 1B list. The information he received was by the end of next month, 

or the middle to the end of next month, the country through Pfizer and Moderna should be able to 

distribute 250 million doses just by the beginning of next month.  

 
That was going to be more than half the population of the United States. That had not counted what 

had already been distributed. So by the end of next month they’d have  a really good handle on it.  

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Remote Learning Update   (Continued) 

 
The other thing, Dr. Romero, he was going to ask him.  He saw the state turning green in the future, 

in the near future.  He asked if could also plan stuff for the future such as graduations, and he don't 

know what his calendar would look like towards the K5 Plus and stuff like that. Maybe those were 

not attainable goals, but if they could start planning for the future. They knew what kind of trouble 

they got in when they hadn’t planned for this.  He asked if he was understanding where he was 

going with that. 

Dr. Romero responded yes, and he could probably talk a little bit about that, and he thought  there 

would be more to come in the next few weeks and months.  When it came to things like graduation, 

they had been thinking about that, since the last graduation, and he would say, he was safe to speak, 

not only for Los Lunas Schools, but all districts across the state of New Mexico.  

Currently right now there was a task force being compiled that was going to be headed up by the  

New Mexico PED and they were represented by different districts across the state to actually look 

at how to be able to go about graduations this year in this current setting that they were in. That had 

just started. He thought in the next few weeks, definitely by our next board meeting, he would 

probably be able to continue to give them updates on that, but it was something on everyone's mind.  

Dr. Romero stated that Mr. Giron had also mentioned things like K-5 Plus and his comment to that 

would be definitely that those were conversations that were moving through the legislative session 

right now so they had things like K-5 Plus, which were adding an additional 25 days into the school 

year.  They had extended school time, a program, which was adding an additional 10 days to the 



 

 

school year, but, they also had Summer School Program and after school programs.  

They were all being discussed about and moving through legislative committees right now. Dr. 

Romero stated, and with that, they were talking about how they were funded and how they would 

be used and how they would be used in a hybrid setting, in virtual setting. All of those were 

conversations.  He reiterated that those conversations were happening right now. Nothing had 

actually being settled yet. As he’d said, they were right in the middle of the process. They’d just 

passed the halfway mark of this 60-day session, so the next 30 days would be very telling as to what 

happened with some of those extended type of programs.  

 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Remote Learning Update   (Continued) 

Mr. Giron told Dr. Romero that was ok.  He felt confident that they would be able to complete some 

of these problems that they had right now and make sure they closed those gaps on this reentry plan.  

 
Mr. Giron said one last question he had, and he didn’t know if he would be able to answer it.  He 

said he thought the question was asked in January. How many of our students have had the COVID? 

He said he was not asking the names, but how many did they have that had the COVID and had 

come through the schools?  

Dr. Romero said that if he remembered correctly, they were  able to give an update on that back in 

January. He believed that was what he was were referring to. He said he wanted to turn it over to 

Mr. Baca.  He knew that he kept excellent records, then asked if Mr. Baca, if he could answer that 

question?  

Mr. Baca stated that as they had reported in January, they did have three cases that were reported to 

our school District. That was not to say there were more cases that were students may have, but they 

were reported to either himself or Nurse Jacque to the District office. There were three cases that 

resulted as far as reporting to the PED.  

Mr. Giron thanked Mr. Romero and Mr. Baca.  That was something that he remembered when this 

started in last March. Everybody got to say they were all in this together. But looking back he 

thought they could say all of a sudden say stuff was dropped into their lap, and they worked on all 

of it together.   

So what he was trying to say was they needed to be proud of those numbers right here. They were  



 

 

numbers they had to take pride in. Mr. Giron stated that he was not saying he wanted to take credit 

for it, but they, as a District, needed to take credit for this. The reason he said they needed to take 

credit for it was that was three, three.  He used a word; he remembered that he wanted to say in July, 

August, or October. He didn’t  remember, but he’d used  the word casualties and he was chopped 

up for that. He did not mean it for it to come out like that. He owned it.  He retracted it.  But what 

they had to be proud of, that they didn't have to use that word with any of our students. They’d had 

three cases. All of them had to be proud with the way it handled. Not him, but the whole District 
and the way it  was handled.  

 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Remote Learning Update   (Continued) 

Mr. Giron stated that now as they were going to move forward, it looked like they were going to be 

turning green. He hoped that they were going to be able to see a calendar from Dr. Romero, from 

graduations to other things, to making sure the students caught up, but he thought they needed  to 

be proud of that went together. Because as a District they were all in this together, and to be able to 
say three, he was proud. That was all they had, and said thank you guys.  

Mr. S. Otero said he had just other comment. He said he wanted to plant the seed in Dr. Romero's 

things to do. He knew that graduation, everybody was talking about it right now over the state. He 

knew that Los Lunas used to be very proud of the graduations being held at their football fields, 

both Valencia and Los Lunas High School, and he knew being  outdoors was less chance of the 

spread of the virus than it would be to be indoors and he knew that he (Dr. Romero) told them at 

the last meeting that they had a reserved date for the Pit. Just to plant the seed, it would be nice if 

these kids, for all they have been through, every senior would have so much pride in walking down 

to their football field and graduating. It was something that he would like to see if that could be 

considered. They had done this in the past. He knew that they had not done it in the recent years 

and the Pit  was a nice avenue and saved a lot of money.   

At that point he thought that maybe they should look into – he was just saying look into - the 

possibility that these kids could graduate at their own school.  They had not attended their own 

school, but maybe by May there might be some changes and it would be great to see if these kids 

could really have that pride of walking on their turf rather than in Albuquerque.  It was just 

something to think about. He knew there was a lot of work involved in setting up the graduation, 



 

 

but he thought those guys were worth it.  So he was just planting a seed. 

Dr. Romero stated that he had that noted and it could be an idea 

Mr. Smith thanked the board members for their comments. He too was looking forward to some 

sort of a graduation, and he was glad that they brought some of the options up. He would definitely 

like to figure out a way to get the parents there as well and when they look at the dates for graduation, 

and when they considered the Pit, he didn’t see that as a possibility unless something dramatic 

happened here. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   (Continued) 

 

Remote Learning Update   (Continued) 

Mr. Smith said he thought it was definitely something they needed to consider. He said he thought 

he’d  said it at the last board meeting that they’d asked these kids to give up far too much and it was 

about time they tried to find ways to make sure they could  give them these things that they have 

earned. They spent their entire school career getting to this point. He said he knew they were going 

to work really, really hard in the future to make that happen.  He was glad that he was leaving 

everything on the table, Dr. Romero and considering everything. 

Mr. Giron said he had one question for Dr. Romero. He asked him if he would like for them (the 

Board) to give him direction?  He knew that they had a meeting coming up real soon. Would he be 

able to frame that as an action item? How did he think they should do that for this graduation, to 

give him direction a make sure they were all on the same page? It was already March. They were 

at the end of February. May was not that far away to address a graduation.  

Dr. Romero said he thought that right now he was going to wait on  next was the guidance from 

NMPED and what was going to be possible.  Once they knew what the ground rules were, they 

could definitely start making some decisions.  

Mr. Giron thanked Dr. Romero and told him he was right.  

Dr. Romero told Mr. Smith that if there were no further connections, he thought he was done with 

his Superintendent’s Report. 

 
8.  APPROVAL OF PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

REPORT FY2020 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS:  Audrey Jaramillo, JAG 
  

Mr. Smith stated that would bring them to Item #8.  PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF 



 

 

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT, FY20 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS.  

Mr. S. Otero stated that they got the report on Friday about 2:30, and it was 155 pages.  He had not 

really gone through the whole thing. He was thinking if they could get the courtesy of giving them 

the opportunity to really go through the report completely and if they could maybe address it at a 

future meeting. 

 
8.  APPROVAL OF PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

REPORT FY2020 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS:  Audrey Jaramillo, JAG   (Continued) 
 

Mr. S. Otero said he would like to make a motion that they table it or postpone it to our next regular 

board meeting just to give them  time to go through the whole thing.  He said he would like to make 

that as a motion when it was warranted.  

Mr. Smith thanked Mr. Steven Otero. He agreed that it was a very lengthy document and he had not 

had it that long, and there were some concerns. He said he had serious concerns with some of the 

items outlined in it.  He was still obtaining information, one, for its presentation, and he would  

request a great deal of information during its presentation, actually, but it was quite lengthy.   

He said he wanted to make sure that they had this presentation that they could listen and ask 

questions intelligently. He didn’t feel that he could do that right now not having  have the time to 

review this entire document.  He told Mr. S. Otero that he tended to agree with him, and asked if he 

could modify the motion as he would like, or if he  would give him permission to make it?  

Mr. S. Otero told him  - yes sir, and that this time he would  correct him if there was something 

that didn't come up the way they said it.  He then said yes, thank you.  

Mr. Smith said he had not doubt. 

Mr. Smith stated that he  would like to make a motion that they table Item #8 

PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT FY2020 
FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS until the March 23rd  School Board Meeting.   

Mr. Smith stated that again, he would make the motion that they table  Item #8 

PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT FY2020 

FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS until the March 23rd  board meeting. 

Mr. S. Otero said he would second the motion.  

Mr. Smith stated that he had a motion by himself to table Item Number #8 until March 23rd  



 

 

and he had a second by Mr. Steven Otero. 

 
Mr. Smith called for board members’ comments. 

 

 

8.  APPROVAL OF PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

REPORT FY2020 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS:  Audrey Jaramillo, JAG   (Continued) 
 

Mr. Giron asked if those guys were sure of the motion and the second so when they were 
approving the minutes in April for that meeting - they were good?  

 
Mr. S. Otero stated that he agreed with the motion 100% and he did second his motion.  

 
Mr. Smith asked if the board members had any comments.  

 
Mr. Vickers said he had a couple of comments on the Auditors, the State Auditors Letter that 

accompanied the audit report. One of the bullet points said that the agency, that was them,  and the 

independent auditor shall arrange for the independent auditor to present the report to the governing 

authority of the agency, that was them, per the audit rule at a meeting to in accordance with the 

opening meetings act.  And it seemed to him me there was a directive from the auditor to get it 

presented.   

The other thing was that it was  already a public document. It was available at the State Auditor's 

website for anybody to look at, and there was not any, they could not really do anything as far as 

amending it or anything like that. It was a done deal really. They had the independent public 

accountant there with a presentation ready to go. It seemed like it was unkind to that firm to not let 

them go ahead and do this. They had been sitting there waiting for over an hour in the meeting so 

far.  It seemed like they should be allowed to continue. Mr. Vickers said he would also like to get a 

comment from Ms. Audrey Jaramillo if that was an acceptable action? Was it commonly done, and 

was there any problem with postponing the presentation?  

Mr. Smith said that it was actually  item on the Board's agenda.  It was true that it was a finalized 

document and again, he would state that he had serious concerns about some of the items that were  

outlined and he had not had the opportunity to review this document in the manner that would afford 



 

 

him the opportunity to intelligently discuss some of the items that were listed in there. The Board 

could decide to either not table this item at that time or table this item at that time. 

8.  APPROVAL OF PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

REPORT FY2020 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS:  Audrey Jaramillo, JAG   (Continued) 
 

Mr. S. Otero said he realized that it was a done deal and it had gone through their Audit Committee, 

and he realized that it was a document that the State Auditor had.  But, he believed as he (Mr. Smith) 

did, that he had seen some discrepancies in there.  Just to make it part of the public record and the 

few that he did, he was on them for such a long time that he  felt that he  didn't get equal opportunity 

to see the whole 155 pages. It was not a matter of, and he knew that they could not do anything 

about that and Mr. Vickers was correct on that -  it was not, in fact, it said right there -  presentation 

and acceptance.   

Mr. S. Otero said that before they accepted it, he would like to have that public comment and be 

able to ask those questions.  He had a few questions, but there were so many that he thought it was 

going to take some time and some time of preparation on his part to try to get some clarification on 

some of those items that were on the report. 

Mr. S. Otero said that yes he would stand on his second, his second on that motion.  

Mr. Giron stated he noticed that they received it Friday afternoon. He didn't get to open it up until 

early probably 5:00 in the morning on Saturday morning. He went through it and he could 

understand what he had to say. There were some serious concerns, and there was 150 something 

pages. He said he should be able to address those concerns. Mr. Giron  understood that they could 

not change it, but it needed to be addressed, and he supported him on that.   

Mr. Smith called on Ms. Audrey Jaramillo, who said she just  wanted to answer Board Member 

Vickers' question, and then give them her recommendation, for what it was worth. She served at the 

pleasure of the Board.  Whatever their determination was that evening, she was completely fine 

with it, either way. 

Ms. Jaramillo told Mr. Vickers, it was acceptable to table it until a future meeting. The 

Administrative Code in the State Audit Rule did not require a certain time period or timeframe for 

the presentation, just that they had one in an open meeting with the whole governance. She added 

that as he knew, serving on the Audit Committee, that option was given back at that time to either 

have a closed session with the full board or just the Audit Committee because they could not have 

a quorum to go over the report. 



 

 

 

9.  APPROVAL OF PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

REPORT FY2020 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS:  Audrey Jaramillo, JAG   (Continued) 
 

Ms. Jaramillo stated that was the process that it went through at that time. She said that she would 

also like to say that she really appreciated that they wanted to give it the attention that it deserved 

as far as reviewing things in detail. They were the District’s financial statements that the governance 

and the management took responsibility for. They just provide the audit opinion and she was 

absolutely happy to meet with Mr. Smith, Mr. Otero, anyone else that needed to.  If they were  going 

to have a quorum, they needed to go into Closed Session she believed, and if not, they could meet 
individually with the superintendent as well.   

She said she wanted to make herself available to them, to those of you that were not serving on the 

Audit Committee if they had further questions or anything she could help with.  Ms. Jaramillo said 

he wanted to point out that the matters were pending and there had not been conclusions on those 

matters to her knowledge. That was something she was planning on emphasizing as well.  When 

they got to that point, they could  let everyone know that they were not final conclusions. She asked 

if she’d answered  all of his questions?  

Mr. Vickers said she had and thanked her.   

Mr. Smith thanked her and asked if there were any other comments. 

Mr. F. Otero said that as an audit committee member, they had looked at the report. He wanted to 

give the Board ample time to review the report and look over it. It was pretty lengthy. The bottom 

line for the public's information, was that they would discuss the audit report and it would be 

discussed apparently at the March 23rd  meeting and that was a given.  That was all he had to  say.  

There being no further discussion, Mr. Smith said he had a  motion by himself to table Item#8  

PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT FY20 FOR 

LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS.  He had  a second by Mr. Steven Otero. He asked how Mr. Vickers  

how he voted.  Mr. Vickers said he voted – yes. 

 

8.  APPROVAL OF PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

REPORT FY2020 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS:  Audrey Jaramillo, JAG   (Continued) 
 



 

 

Mr. Smith  asked that he be allowed to restate his motion. He said his motion was to table 

Item #8   PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT 

FY20 FOR LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS until the March 23rd Board meeting. He said he had a 

second by Mr. Steven Otero.  

 
Mr. Smith asked Mr. S. Otero if that was correct.  

Mr. S. Otero responded that yes it was correct.  He was correct, and thanked him.   

Mr. Smith thanked him. 

Mr. Smith then asked Mr. Vickers, how he voted? Mr. Vickers responded that he voted - yes.  

He asked Mr. Frank Otero, how he voted? Mr. Frank Otero voted – yes.  Mr. Smith asked  

Mr. Steven Otero, how he voted? Mr. Steven Otero voted – yes.  Mr. Smith asked Mr. Giron 

how he voted?  Mr. Giron voted – yes.  Mr. Smith said he voted yes. 

 
Mr. Smith thanked everyone for showing up that evening.  He added that they would get through it 

and they would go over it on March 23rd . He thanked Ms. Jaramillo, who thanked them all and 

wished them a good night. 

 
9. APPROVAL OF ADDENDUM TO LLS DISTRICT’S FIVE-YEAR MASTER PLAN:  

Adding Ann Parish Elementary to Top Priorities List (Approved by Consent) 

 
10. FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021) 

 
A. Approval of Reports  for January 2021 

i. Schedule of Checks Written (Approved by Consent) 

ii. Cash on Hand (Approved by Consent)  

iii. Investments on Hand (Approved by Consent) 

iv. Monthly Budget (Approved by Consent)  

v. Revenue (Approved by Consent) 

 
10. FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021) 

 
B.   Approval of Budget Adjustment Requests  (BARs)   

i. 31100  Bond Building Cash   Increase per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 

ii. 31703  SB-9 State Match Cash  Increase per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 



 

 

iii. 31701  SB-9 Local Cash   Increase per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 

iv. 41000  Debt Services Cash   Increase per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 

v. 25147  Impact Aid Indian Ed Cash Decrease per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 

vi. 25145  Impact Aid Special Ed Cash Increase per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 

vii. 25153  Medicaid Cash   Increase per Audit (Approved by Consent)  

viii. 24174  Carl Perkins Transfer (Approved by Consent) 

 
ix. 23000  Non Instructional Support Cash  Increase per Audit (Approved by 

Consent) 
 

x. 11000  Operational Increase SEG (Approved by Consent) 
 

xi. 11000  Operational Decrease (Approved by Consent) 
 

xii. 31600  Capital Improvements HB-33 Cash Increase per Audit (Approved by 
Consent) 

 
xiii. 24153  Title III Transfer (Approved by Consent) 

 
xiv. 24176  Carl Perkins Redistribution Initial Budget (Approved by 

Consent) 
 

xv. 22000   Athletics Cash   Increase per Audit  (Approved by Consent) 
 

xvi. 11000  Operational Increase  Final Unit Value (Approved by 
Consent) 

 
xvii. 27109  Instructional Materials  Cash Increase per Audit (Approved by 

Consent) 
 

xviii. 14000  Total Instructional Materials  Cash Increase per Audit (Approved by 
Consent) 

 

10.   FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021) 
 

 
C. Approval of Budget Adjustment Requests (Not Requiring Public Education 

Department (PED) Approval) 

i. 24101 Title I Maintenance (Approved by Consent) 

ii. 24109 IDEA B Maintenance (Approved by Consent) 

iii. 25147 Impact Aid Indian ED   Maintenance (Approved by Consent) 



 

 

 

D.  Approval of Purchases  
i. Apple Computers Inc., Equipment for Special Services/Students 24100 – 

Federal, Idea-B & Pre-K (Approval by Consent) 
 
ii. Sphero Inc. for STEM Educational Equip/Supplies 11000 – Operational - 

FB Grant (Approval by Consent) 
 

iii.  Eduporium Inc., Innovation & Design Lab 11000 – Operational-FB 
Grant (Approval by Consent) 

 
iv. Raptor Technologies for Emergency Management Software Renewal for 

District  31700- 2 Mill, 25153- Medicaid (Approval by Consent) 
 

v. CES c/o Advanced Network Management, Inc. – Technology Dept. - for CAT 2 
E-Rate Equipment – LLS IFB # 2021-005   MR – 31600 (Approval by 
Consent) 
 

E.  Approval of Construction Contract:   CES c/o J-3 Systems JOC for Roof Recoating for 
TE  & VHS 31100 – Bond (Approval by Consent) 
 
 

F. MOU 2021 Valencia County Trailblazers Team for IDEA Part C to IDEA Part B 
Services 

Mr. Smith stated that would bring them  to Item # 10 F   and called on Mr. S. Otero.  

Mr. S. Otero stated that the only reason he brought it as a discussion item was just so the 

public could have the opportunity to know exactly what their MOUs were - and they had 

one that was a MOA - and how they affected our community and how they affected our 

neighbors and everybody else.  He said he thought it was short and sweet. That was the only 

reason.   He had nothing. He was for all for them.  It was a good thing they were working 

with our neighbors and other entities.  Mr. S. Otero said it was just a matter, he believed, if  

Dr. Romero, in a nutshell. told them what exactly was going on with the MOUs. 

 
10.   FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)  (Continued) 

 
F.  MOU 2021 Valencia County Trailblazers Team for IDEA Part C to IDEA Part B 

Services (Continued)  
 

Dr. Romero asked if they would like to talk about them one by one, or would it be okay if 

he gave a summary of each one? He said that either way was okay with him.  

Mr. S. Otero stated that from his perspective, all of them, at the same time go all the way 



 

 

down, but he didn’t know if Board President Smith needed them to approve each one 

individually.  

Mr. Smith said that was correct. They needed  to go down them item by item for approval.   

He added that he would start with Item #10 F. They would see if there was an discussion, 

and would  stand for a motion and do roll.  

Dr. Romero stated that  Item # 10 F.  MOU Trailblazers Team for IDEA Part C to IDEA 

Part B Services. He would then turn it over to both of his colleagues, Ms. Chavez and Ms. 
Cieremans,  to talk to them  about each of the MOU's.  

Ms. Chavez reported that the MOU for trailblazers did include for IDEA Part C to IDEA 

Part B Services.  There were eleven members  who met on a regular basis.  They supported 

the early childhood program, which was birth to five years old and through Child Find as 

well.  They had identified students with special needs in our community and provided that 

support within the county. 

Ms. Chavez said it was a membership of county members,  including Los Lunas Schools, 

Belen Consolidated Schools, the School of Dreams Academy, and Le Vita Felicidad.  They 

had to review their MOU and present it to their school boards every three years. It was a 

requirement of our IDEA Grant that they brought to the Board every spring.  

 

Mr. S. Otero moved, and Mr. F. Otero  seconded to approve  Item 10. F. FINANCE 

COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)  MOU 2021 Valencia 

County Trailblazers Team for IDEA Part C to IDEA Part B Services as presented by 

Dr. Romero. There being no additional discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the 

following results: P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; 

Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0. 

 
10.   FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)  (Continued) 

 
 
G. NMDOT FY22 Road Fund Program Application to Participate  
 

Dr. Romero stated that the item was the NMDOT FY22 Road Fund Program Application to 

Participate, and turned it over to Ms. Cieremans.  

Ms. Cieremans stated that the items was an application for them  to participate in the New 

Mexico Department of Transportation application to assist in parking lot repairs,  public 



 

 

highways and streets, and parking lots.  She added that they had  several projects that they 

had identified,  and moving forward they would look at any purchases or projects and bring 

them to them for approval. The item was the application to participate in that fund.  

Mr. Smith asked if there were any questions. 

Mr. S. Otero stated that just for clarification for the community, it was a program he guessed 

that the state; it was money available and it seemed like Los Lunas had never skipped a beat 

to go after those grants for paving and that was how they had kept up our parking lots.  He 

added that a lot of work had been done and he knew it was going on for years and years.  He 

said his hat was off to those that continued doing it. He knew of other school districts that 

didn't apply for it and they end up losing it.  Mr. S. Otero said good job on behalf of the staff 

for doing that.  He added that right now,  he thought right now the last project they had was 
the Valencia High School Parking Lot at the football field area. He asked if he was right?  

Ms. Cieremans replied that yes, they had approval for the Valencia High School Parking 

Lot, and added that they had approval for the Los Lunas High School Baseball / Softball 

Field Parking Lot. She added that that was happening this year.  

Mr. S. Otero said that was excellent, and thanked them again. 

 There being no further comments, Mr. Smith called for a motion. 
 

10.   FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)  (Continued) 
 

 
G.  NMDOT FY22 Road Fund Program Application to Participate  

 

Mr. S. Otero moved, and Mr. Giron seconded, to approved Item 10. G. FINANCE 

COMMITTEE ITEMS (Meeting held February 16, 2021) NMDOT FY22 Road Fund 

Program Application to Participate as submitted Dr. Romero. There being no 

additional discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. David 

Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and 

Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0.  

 
H. Deletion of Fixed Assets (Approved by Consent) 

 
 

I. MOU Between Pueblo of Isleta, Los Lunas Schools and UNM-Valencia for TIWA 
Language Class at LLS and Dual Credit at UNM-Valencia 



 

 

  
Dr. Romero said he would turn it over to Ms. Chavez.  
 
Mr. Chavez explained that the MOA was an ability for their students who did live on the 

Pueblo of Isleta  to receive TEWA language instruction as an elective at either of their high 

schools. They did have instructors from the Pueblo of Isleta that did provide this instruction 

and they currently had two teachers.  

Mr. S. Otero asked Ms. Chavez to confirm for clarification, that it was a MOU and not a 

MOA, because of the agenda it was listed as an MOU.  She apologized, and confirmed it 

was indeed an MOU. 
 

Mr. Smith asked if there was any discussion.  There being none, he called for a motion. 

Mr. Giron moved, and Mr. S. Otero seconded, to approved Item 10. I. FINANCE 

COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)   MOU Between Pueblo of 

Isleta, Los Lunas Schools and UNM-Valencia for TIWA Language Class at LLS and 

Dual Credit at UNM-Valencia as submitted by Dr. Romero.  There being no additional 

discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. David Vickers – 

yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. 

Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0. 

 
10.   FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)  (Continued) 

 
 

J. MOU Between Navajo Technical University and LLS for Dual Credit 
 
Dr. Romero said he would turn it over to Ms. Chavez again to talk about the MOU. 
 
Ms. Chavez reported that the item was an MOU that would allow  them to go into agreement 

with the Navajo Technical University to provide dual credit for our students who chose to 

take classes at the Navajo Technical University.  She said it was similar to what they already 

had with the University of New Mexico - Valencia Campus.  

Mr. Smith stated that before he stood for questions, he just wanted to that say that it amazing 

to him.  He said he didn’t realize that they offered that many dual credit classes. He added 

that it was very, very impressive. 

  
Mr. Smith moved, and Mr. F Otero  seconded, to approved Item 10. J . FINANCE 

COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)   MOU Between Navajo 



 

 

Technical University and LLS for Dual Credit as submitted by Dr. Romero. There 

being no additional discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: 

P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – 

yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0. 

  
Dr. Romero said he would once again turn it over to Ms. Chavez to talk about it. 
 
Ms. Chavez stated the last item was an MOA with EWS ECHO, an early warning system. 

They were hoping to go to an agreement with our teachers at Century High School and what 

it did was to support our students who were more at risk for not  graduating from high school.  

It did provide for professional development for the teachers who chose  to be in this program.  

It was a choice for them and they were able to participate in monthly seminars. They would 

have three of our staff members from Century High School participating.  

Dr. Romero thanked Ms. Chavez, and said that was a great end to their meeting.  They were 

not quite done, but to show off some of these wonderful programs.  He wanted to thank Ms. 

Chavez and her team for making it happen across our District.   

Mr. Smith asked if there were no questions, he would stand for a motion on item 10K.  

 

10.   FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021)  (Continued) 
 

 
K. MOA Between EWS ECHO and Los Lunas Schools  – Century High School   (Continued) 
 

Mr. Smith said he would stand for question on item 10 K.  There being none, he said he 

would stand for a motion of Item 10K. 

Mr. Giron stated the he would like to approve Item 10K, but if there was  a second, 

he would like to have just a bit of a discussion.  

Mr. Smith stated that he had  a motion by Mr. Giron to approve item 10K and he 

(Mr. Smith) would second the motion.  

Mr. Smith called on Mr. Giron. 

Mr.  Giron stated that it all came before Finance. They had no problem with it. It was not 

his idea, but somebody else came up with it and it was a hell of a good idea because he 

thought they needed  to be transparent and those were things that the public needed to 



 

 

know.  He said the last five things were positive, and that was why it asked to be presented 

that way. He thanked Dr. Romero and his staff for it.   

Mr. Smith thanked Mr. Giron and repeated the motion and second. 

 
Mr. Giron moved, and Mr. Smith seconded to approve  Item #10. K. FINANCE 

COMMITTEE ITEMS  (Meeting held February 16, 2021) MOA Between EWS ECHO 

and Los Lunas Schools – Century High School   a submitted by Dr. Romero. There 

being no additional discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: 

P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – 

yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion passed - 5:0. 

 
11.   ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETINGS 
 

Mr. Smith announced that this brought them to the announcement of meetings. As allowed by the 

New Mexico Open Meetings Act and the District’s Open Meetings Resolution, on occasion, a 

quorum of board members attended the same function, including those held at school sites, at the 

district level, as well as, sports functions, conferences, workshops, and trainings. Members agreed 

to refrain from discussing, and/or acting upon, board issues in those settings. In addition, only 

official meetings were published, and, if other meetings were scheduled, they would be announced 

in accordance with the NM Open Meetings Act. 

 
Mr. Smith said the location of the meetings would be dependent on restrictions being lifted, and 

then announced the following meetings: 

 *   Location Dependent on CDC Mandates – if needed, the Meeting would be held via Zoom. 
  March 2, 2021 Special Board Meeting  
* CO Board Room 5:00 pm  Review of District Learning Plan (Quorum in 
Attendance) 
 
• March 9, 2021 Finance Committee Meeting * CO Conference Room 4:00 pm 

  
• March 23, 2021 Regular Board Meeting * CO Board Room 6:00 pm 
 

12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mr. F Otero moved, and Mr. D. Vickers seconded, to adjourn the meeting. There being no 

discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. David Vickers – yes; 

Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes.  

Motion to adjourn passed – 5:0. 



 

 

 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42  pm. 

 



 

 

 
 
Approved this 23rd day of March 2021. 

 Board President 
 

Board Secretary 

ksw 
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